
 

 

Notice of meeting and agenda 

 

 

Education, Children and Families Committee 

 

10.00 am Tuesday, 13th October, 2020 

 

Virtual Meeting - via Microsoft Teams 

 

This is a public meeting and members of the public are welcome to view the meeting on 

the live webcast function. 

The law allows the Council to consider some issues in private. Any items under “Private 

Business” will not be published, although the decisions will be recorded in the minute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Email:  lesley.birrell@edinburgh.gov.uk/blair.ritchie@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Tel:  0131 529 4240/0131 529 4085 
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1. Order of business 

1.1   Including any notices of motion and any other items of business 

submitted as urgent for consideration at the meeting. 

 

 

2. Declaration of interests 

2.1   Members should declare any financial and non-financial interests 

they have in the items of business for consideration, identifying the 

relevant agenda item and the nature of their interest. 

 

 

3. Deputations 

3.1   If any 

 

 

4. Minutes 

4.1   None. 

 

 

5. Forward Planning 

5.1   Work Programme 

 

9 - 12 

5.2   Rolling Actions Log 

 

13 - 42 
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6. Business Bulletin 

6.1   Business Bulletin 

 

43 - 52 

7. Executive decisions 

7.1   Edinburgh Children’s Partnership Children’s Service Plan 2020-

2023 – Report by the Executive Director for Communities and 

Families 

53 - 68 

7.2   Schools Re-Opening Update – Report by the Executive Director 

for Communities and Families 

69 - 230 

7.3   Standards and Quality Report – Report by the Executive Director 

for Communities and Families 

231 - 254 

7.4   Promoting Equality – Report by the Executive Director for 

Communities and Families 

255 - 266 

7.5   Outcome of the Consultation Process for the Naming of the New 

Castlebrae Community High School Building – Report by the 

Executive Director for Communities and Families 

267 - 272 

7.6   New Primary School Name Confirmation – Frogston Primary 

School – Report by the Executive Director for Communities and 

Families 

273 - 278 

7.7   Early Years Expansion to 1140 Funded Hours - Progress Update 

– Report by the Executive Director for Communities and Families 

279 - 294 

7.8   Revenue Monitoring 2020/21 – Month Three Position – Report by 

the Executive Director for Communities and Families 

295 - 302 

7.9   Appointments to the Sub-Committee on Standards for Children 

and Families, Consultative Committee with Parents and Working 

Groups 2020/21 – Report by the Chief Executive 

303 - 310 

8. Routine decisions 
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8.1   None. 

 

 

9. Motions 

9.1   By Councillor Laidlaw – Urgent Need to Reconsider ECC Stance 

on Extra-Curricular Sport 

“Committee: 

 Notes City of Edinburgh schools have yet to return to scheduled 

after-school sports, including those that are played outside. 

Recognises the importance of sports for physical and mental 

health and the very low level of coronavirus risk for sports played 

outside.  

Notes that Edinburgh’s independent schools have resumed after-

schools sports, with many taken advantage of additional slots at 

City of Edinburgh facilities, and that such activities have 

prevented spectators attending to reduce any coronavirus 

contagion risk. 

Notes that Council Sports Academies - which provide extra 

training for S1 and S2 pupils – allowing an advantage to 

independent school children in the chance to successfully trial for 

developmental pathways to district and national team selections. 

Agrees to an immediate return to activity on a sport-by-sport 

basis for all schools, where the national governing body for that 

sport has guidelines for safe return to play.” 

 

9.2   By Councillor Burgess – School Extra Curricular Activity 

“This Committee: 

1. Notes the current Council practice to suspend all school 

extracurricular activities, including primary school football 

on public parks; 

 

2. Understands the decision is because of the concern about 

spreading covid19 virus and is intended to minimise 

contact between children or young people, and adults who 

are not teachers, and also to minimise the possible mixing 
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of pupil year-group ‘bubbles’ during activities; 

3. However, notes the positive benefits of extracurricular 

activity on the overall health and well-being of children and 

young people and that many extracurricular activities take 

place outdoors, some conducted in public parks and that in 

many cases children take part in their established school 

bubble; 

4. Notes the relatively low risk of contagion during outdoor 

activity as reflected by Scottish Government guidance. 

Further notes that private sports have been permitted 

under Scottish Government regulations since August and 

that children who attend private schools or who are 

members of private clubs have been taking part in 

extracurricular sports while children attending council 

schools have not be able to do so; 

5. Believes that it would be possible to put in place guidance 

for groups undertaking at least certain extracurricular 

activities such as primary school football in public parks, in 

order to minimise the risk of contagion and allow activities 

to go ahead; 

6. Therefore, requests that the current position on school 

extracurricular activity be reviewed in time for the return to 

school after the October holiday, with appropriate guidance 

issued to schools and school sports clubs about which 

extracurricular activities may be carried out and in what 

way, with a briefing note on this review circulated to 

committee members.” 

9.3   By Councillor Burgess – Outdoor Learning 

“This Committee: 

1. Welcomes that the Council’s Local Delivery Phasing Plan 

for the return to school emphasises the importance 

Outdoor Learning in response to the Covid19 pandemic 

and states that for both secondary and primary schools 

that ‘outdoor learning will be maximised’; 

2. Regrets that outdoor centres and outdoor learning projects 

across Scotland face a bleak future with greatly reduced 

income and that the Council’s own outdoor centres face a 
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shortfall of nearly £1.4m this year; 

3. Recognises that there is some outdoor learning being 

provided by school staff. However, understands that third-

sector outdoor learning providers in the City are ready to 

provide additional outdoor learning for schools and that 

many schools would be glad to have that extra teaching 

capacity.  Yet, the engagement of outdoor learning 

partners is currently suspended by the council; 

4. Acknowledges that the well-being of pupils and staff during 

the covid19 pandemic is paramount but that by its nature 

outdoor learning is relatively a low-risk activity in terms of 

contagion, that pupils tend to take part in class or year-

group ‘bubbles’ and that risks could be mitigated through 

the application of a risk assessment and appropriate 

guidance; 

5.    Notes that Scottish government guidance issued on 2 

September states  that ‘In the autumn term, if they wish 

to, schools can resume non-overnight domestic 

educational visits’ 

6. Therefore, calls for an immediate review of the current 

suspension of outdoor learning provided by third-sector 

partners, with a view to maximising outdoor learning 

opportunities for council school pupils following the 

October holiday and a briefing note on this review 

circulated to committee members.” 

 

Laurence Rockey 

Head of Strategy and Communications 

 

Committee Members 

Councillor Ian Perry (Convener), Councillor Alison Dickie (Vice-Convener), Councillor 

Eleanor Bird, Councillor Steve Burgess, Councillor Mary Campbell, Councillor Scott 

Douglas, Councillor Joan Griffiths, Councillor David Key, Councillor Callum Laidlaw, 

Councillor Jason Rust and Councillor Louise Young. 

Added Members for Education Items 
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Religious Representatives 

Fiona Beveridge, Margaret Therese Laing and Rabbi David Rose. 

Parent Representative (Non-Voting) 

Alexander Ramage. 

Information about the Education, Children and Families Committee 

The Education, Children and Families Committee consists of 11 Councillors, 3 religious 

representatives and 1 parent representative (non-voting) and is appointed by the City of 

Edinburgh Council.  The Education, Children and Families Committee usually meets in 

the Dean of Guild Court Room in the City Chambers on the High Street in Edinburgh.  

There is a seated public gallery and the meeting is open to all members of the public. 

Further Information 

If you have any questions about the agenda or meeting arrangements, please contact , 

Committee Services, City of Edinburgh Council, email 

lesley.birrell@edinburgh.gov.uk/blair.ritchie@edinburgh.gov.uk . 

The agenda, minutes and public reports for this meeting and all the main Council 

committees can be viewed online by going to democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk   

Webcasting of Council Meetings 

Please note this meeting may be filmed for live and subsequent broadcast via the 

Council’s internet site – at the start of the meeting the Convener will confirm if all or part 

of the meeting is being filmed. 

The Council is a Data Controller under current Data Protection legislation.  We 

broadcast Council meetings to fulfil our public task obligation to enable members of the 

public to observe the democratic process.  Data collected during this webcast will be 

retained in accordance with the Council’s published policy including, but not limited to, 

for the purpose of keeping historical records and making those records available via the 

Council’s internet site. 

Any information presented by individuals to the Council at a meeting, in a deputation or 

otherwise, in addition to forming part of a webcast that will be held as a historical 

record, will also be held and used by the Council in connection with the relevant matter 

until that matter is decided or otherwise resolved (including any potential appeals and 

other connected processes).  Thereafter, that information will continue to be held as 

part of the historical record in accordance with the paragraphs above. 

If you have any queries regarding this and, in particular, if you believe that use and/or 

storage of any particular information would cause, or be likely to cause, substantial 
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damage or distress to any individual, please contact Committee Services 

(committee.services@edinburgh.gov.uk). 


